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28 July 1868

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte was in attendance at the consistory meeting of the First Reformed
Church. "Dr. van Raalte" opened the meeting with prayer. The pastor gave an overview of the
Wakker domestic situation. Mrs. Wakker was put under censure for running away from her
husband. "Her departure has not severed the union which God has brought together."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 323b, 324, and 325.

Page 323b

Consistory Meeting of July 28, 1868
Present: Rev. Dr. A. C. van Raalte, Kamper, Broek, Keppel, Pijster, Schrader, Geerlings,
Sprietsma, Vaupel, Vaarwerk, and ter Vree.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. van Raalte.
The minutes were read and approved.
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ARTICLE 2 — The committee for Kamferbeek and wife reports. Kamferbeek and wife
have indicated that they are resigning from the fellowship in our church. Their reason is
that Brother te Roller had refused to assist them. The committee replied that this is not
so, but that the deacons have said that, because of the deficit in the treasury, it would not
be possible to support his entire family. Consequently, he must try to find work to earn
something himself. They acknowledge that this had been told them, but added that
another problem was that they could not understand the preaching in our church, and
received a greater blessing from Rev. Hulst. It was decided to continue to work with
them.
ARTICLE 3 — There was an extensive discussion concerning Brother Wakker and wife.
Dr. van Raalte gave an overview of the matter, which came down to these points:
First, it was a grave and serious act when the wife took to herself the right to leave her
husband. This is a sin with grave consequences, and we must testify against it.
Secondly, the wife of Wakker, in spite of admonition, which she apparently clearly
understood, continues in her catastrophic behavior and, in so doing, sins against God's
will. This has brought about the censure applied upon her. Thirdly, as far as Brother
Wakker is concerned, according to the institution of God, he has married this woman,
and, although she has run away and deserted her husband, he has not been released from
the obligation to his wife. Her departure has not severed the union which God has
brought together. That cannot be separated by men. Consequently, on the basis of God's
Word, we must continue to work with him, with the goal that he (Wakker) will continue
to labor with his wife to win her over, not only for himself but also for the Lord and his
congregation. It is our prayer that the Lord
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will bless our efforts, so that they may both be won through God's grace and the hurt in
the congregation be removed.
ARTICLE 4 — It would be good if the consistory, if there is no change in the abovementioned matter, to seek the help and advice of classis in further dealing in this case.
ARTICLE 5 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Pijster.
J. Schrader, clerk
Consistory Meeting of August 7, 1868
Present: Brothers Kamper, Keppel, Schrader, Geerlings, Sprietsma, Vaupel, Vaarwerk,
ter Vree.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the clerk. Chairman is Brother
Keppel. The minutes were read and approved/
ARTICLE 2 — A letter from the Third Church, concerning a prayer service for missions,
was dealt with. A committee, consisti/ng of Brothers Keppel and ter Vree, was appointed
to speak with the consistory of Thidi Church, arranging for a prayer service every other
Sunday of the month in the Firstiand Third churches.
ARTICLE 3 — Geredina qohrrier requests the return of her church membership. This was
denied, and Brother Karnper was asked to reply to her request.
decided that as soon as Dr. van Raalte returns from his trip to pay
ARTICLE 4— It was/
him $50.00 and, if/Possible, more.
ARTICLE 5 —The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
J. Schrader, clerk
Consistory Meeting of August19ç468
Present: Brothers Keppel, Schrader, GeerlingsyVaupel, Vaarwerk, Sprietsma.
ett
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the chairman, Brother Keppel.
ARTICLE 2 — After some discussic,K, a trio was formed to be presented to the
congregation for a vote. All votes Were for Rev. Pieters, so no trio could be formed. It
was decided to permit free votrk the congregational meeting. Brother Keppel was
appointed to request Rev. Verineulen as counselor to lead the meeting.
ARTICLE 3 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Vaarwerk.
J. Schrader, clerk

